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GENERAL INFORMATION 

PURPOSE OF THIS SHORT GUIDE 

This guide provides current and prospective students and their parents and caregivers with information regarding the 

curriculum offered at Eynesbury Senior College.  The booklet is designed to help students make decisions about a suitable 

course of study for Year 11 (Stage 1) as they complete SACE and prepare for future studies. 

 

Eynesbury Senior College Year 10, 11 and 12 Subject Selection Information 

The Eynesbury Senior College Year 10, 11 and 12 Subject Selection Information Book is the full guide and contains 

expanded entries for all subjects, including details of content and assessment. Careful consultation is strongly advised! It is 

available from Reception and the College website: www.esc.sa.edu.au. Copies will also be mailed out on request.  

COURSE SELECTION 

In selecting subjects for senior school, students should consider the following: 

 

• In which subjects am I most successful? 

• Which subjects do I enjoy the most? 

• What are my plans for the future? 

• Which subjects are necessary or best to help me achieve my goals?  

• Can I be successful in those subjects? 

• Am I keeping my options open so I can change my mind about what I want to do in the future? 

• Which subjects will let me maintain a balance between study and leisure time? 

• Which subjects will help me develop skills in areas that interest me? 

• Which subjects will help me better understand the world and my role as an adult in it? 

FULL-TIME VERSUS PART-TIME STUDY 

Eynesbury expects nearly all students to be engaged in full-time study at all times of their enrolment with us.  Whilst it 

might sound appealing to study part-time, experience and statistical evidence tell us this rarely leads to higher 

achievement and better results.  Rather, lack of structure and competing interests mitigate against success. 

 

From age 6, and until children turn 16, students must be enrolled in and attend school.  Under current South Australian 

Legislation, 16 years olds will be required to be in school or other ‘approved learning program’ until they achieve a 

qualification or turn 17. 

SUBJECT & CONTENT AVAILABILITY 

The availability of subjects outlined in this guide is subject to enrolments and staff resources.  

 

Information about content in subject outlines is to be considered as a guide only. Individual staff members reserve the 

right to tailor courses to students and their interests. 

EYNESBURY’S TIMETABLE 

Eynesbury’s timetable offers unique opportunities for students to be flexible with their subject choices.  The timetable is 

generated after most students have chosen subjects, unlike in other schools, where students are given choices from 

defined combinations. Because of our flexibility, students can negotiate to: 

 

• Undertake specialist sports commitments. 

• Study subjects which Eynesbury does not offer (for example, certain languages and Dance) in other schools. 

 

When considering subjects to be studied at Eynesbury, students will need to identify their intention to study elsewhere 

and whether this study is at Year 10, Stage 1 or Stage 2 level. 

 

For more information about how our timetable works, please visit our website - www.esc.sa.edu.au.  
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THE SACE 

The following information regarding the SACE is provided by the SACE Board of SA.  

ACHIEVING THE SACE 

There are two stages of the SACE: 

• Stage 1, which usually begins in Year 10, with students studying the Personal Learning Plan, and continues 

through Year 11. 

• Stage 2, which usually begins in Year 11, with students studying the Research Project, and continuing through 

Year 12. 

 

Each subject or course that is successfully completed earns 'credits' towards the SACE. Students receive a final grade from 

A to E for each Stage 1 subject and A+ to E- for Stage 2 subjects. 

 

To qualify for the SACE students must: 

• Complete a minimum of 200 credits. 

• Achieve a C grade or higher in Stage 1 compulsory subjects. 

• Achieve a C- or higher in Stage 2 compulsory subjects. 

 

The compulsory requirements are: 

• Personal Learning Plan – 10 credits at Stage 1. 

• Literacy – at least 20 credits from a range of English subjects (Stage 1 or Stage 2). 

• Numeracy – at least 10 credits from a range of mathematics subjects (Stage 1 or Stage 2). 

• Research Project – 10 credits at Stage 2. 

• Other Stage 2 subjects – that total at least 60 credits. 

 

The remaining 90 credits can be gained through additional Stage 1 or Stage 2 subjects or Board-recognised courses (such 

as VET or community learning) of a student's choice. 

STAGE 1 - YEAR 10 – PERSONAL LEARNING PLAN 

The PLP is a 10-credit Stage 1 subject. All students need to achieve a C grade or better in the PLP to get their SACE. 

Studying the PLP at the start of the SACE gives you a good foundation for your Year 11 and 12 studies, and can help in your 

subject selection later on. It is a way to get you thinking about your options for the future and how to use the SACE to help 

you.  

YEAR 11 – SACE STAGE 1 

Year 11 is when most students begin a full year of SACE study. You can choose from a range of Stage 1 subjects offered at 

your school, as well as Vocational Education and Training (VET) courses and other options. 

 

In Stage 1, all your assessment tasks (reports, presentations, etc.) will be marked by teachers at your school. There are two 

compulsory requirements for the SACE that students usually do at Stage 1 – a full-year of an English subject, and at least a 

semester of a Mathematics subject. You will need to get a C grade or better in both. Your assessments in these two areas 

are marked by your teachers and checked by moderators outside the school to ensure that grades are consistent across 

schools. These Maths and English requirements highlight the importance of graduating from school with literacy and 

numeracy skills. 

 

At Eynesbury, the Research Project, a compulsory Stage 2 subject (see below), is usually completed in Year 11. 

YEAR 12 – SACE STAGE 2 

Like Year 11, you choose your subjects and courses – this time Stage 2 – from those offered at your school. At Stage 2, 70 

per cent of your assessment tasks (reports, tests, presentations, etc.) will be marked by teachers at your school and 

checked by moderators outside the school. This ensures that marking is consistent across schools. The remaining 30 per 

cent will be assessed outside your school. These assessments could take the form of examinations, performances or 

investigations. 

 

There is one compulsory subject at Stage 2 – the Research Project. It is a one-semester (10-credit) subject that gives you 

the chance to research something you are interested in.  

 

At Eynesbury, the Research Project is usually completed in Year 11.  
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COMMUNITY LEARNING 

If you are doing a community program, such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award or SA Country Fire Service training, you 

could get SACE credits. You can also get SACE credits through self-directed learning – that is, activities you do within your 

community, such as caregiving or volunteering. On this web page,  you’ll find information about various community 

programs as well as what you need to do to apply for SACE credits. 

UNIVERSITY AND TAFE ENTRY 

Gaining the SACE is the main method used by South Australian students to gain admission into university and TAFE 

courses. However, there are a number of other things students need to know to be eligible to apply. This section outlines 

important information for students looking to apply for university or TAFE entry.  Applications for university and TAFE 

courses are handled by the South Australian Tertiary Admissions Centre (SATAC). See the SATAC tertiary entrance booklet 

for full details, or visit the SATAC website www.satac.edu.au for more information. 

 

For university entry from 2016 onwards, students must: 

• Complete the SACE. 

• Complete at least 90 credits at Stage 2. Of the 90 credits, at least 60 credits must be from Tertiary Admissions 

Subjects (TAS) and the other 30 either from TAS subjects, Recognised Studies, or a mix of the two. 

• Complete any prerequisite requirement for a chosen university course. 

• Comply with rules regarding subject combinations. 

• Obtain an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). 

AUSTRALIAN TERTIARY ADMISSION RANK (ATAR) 

Gaining an ATAR is important if a student wants to apply for university entrance. The ATAR is an indicator of how well a 

student has performed relative to other secondary school students across Australia. It is derived from their university 

aggregate and is reported on their Tertiary Entrance Statement, provided they are eligible to receive one, as a 

number between 0 and 99.95. 

TAFE ENTRY 

Completing the SACE meets the Minimum Entry Requirements for most of TAFE SA's courses, but there are some 

requirements for entry into particular qualification levels.  

 

For more details go to www.tafesa.edu.au.  

SUBJECT COMBINATIONS 

Precluded combinations for SACE completion - two subjects are a precluded combination for SACE completion if they are 

defined by the SACE Board as having significant overlap in terms of content. They cannot both count towards SACE 

completion. 

 

Precluded combinations for ATAR - two subjects are a precluded combination if they are defined by the universities and 

TAFE SA as having significant overlap in content. They cannot both count towards the ATAR or TAFE SA Selection Score. 

 

Counting restrictions for ATAR - counting restrictions are used where it is considered desirable to limit the number of 

credits that can count towards a university aggregate and the ATAR in a certain subject area. This is to ensure students 

study a broad range of subjects. For example, a subject area might have eight 10 credit subjects available, but the 

universities might set a counting restriction of 40 credits, which means only four can ever count towards the ATAR. 

 

Precluded combinations and counting restrictions are listed each year in the SATAC tertiary entrance booklet. 
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SACE COURSE PLANNER 

Personal Learning Plan = 10 credits  Credits  

  10  

Literacy = 20 credits 

Choose from a range of English or English as an Additional Language subjects or 

courses. 

 
 

 

    

    
    

Numeracy = 10 credits 

Choose from a range of mathematics subjects or courses. 
   

    

    

Stage 2 subjects or courses = 60 credits. (Note 90 credits needed for an ATAR). Choose 

from a range of Stage 2 subjects and courses. 

 
Subtotal 30 

   

     

    

    
    

    

    
    

    

    
Research Project = 10 credits    

    
  10  

 

Additional choices = 90 credits 

Choose from a range of Stage 1 and 2 subjects and courses. 

 Subtotal 70 

   

    

    
    

    
    

    

    
    

    
    

  Subtotal 90 

   

To gain the SACE, you must earn 200 credits or more.  TOTAL 200 

 

  Compulsory Stage 1 Students must achieve a C grade or higher 

for Stage 1 requirements and a C- or higher 

for Stage 2 requirements to complete the 

SACE. 

     Compulsory Stage 1 or Stage 2 

  Compulsory Stage 2   

      Choice of subjects and / or 

courses (Stage 1 and / or 2) 

Students must achieve a grade or 

equivalent for subjects and / or courses 

selected. 
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MAKING DECISIONS 

Read all the information in this booklet carefully. 

 

Consider what you need, what you enjoy, what interests you and what you do well at. 

 

Talk to your parents and caregivers, teachers, mentors, other students and anyone else whose opinion you value. 

Seek advice from a wide variety of people and resources.  Refer to the resources listed on page 6. Look at University 

websites, SATAC booklets and go to Open Days at the universities and TAFE. 

 

Think about where you want to be and plan back to where you are.  Look forward to your career and work back through 

Years 12, 11 and 10.  Use the Course Planner or Planning Grid to help. 

 

Look carefully at the subject information.  Read what content is covered, what type of thinking is required and what kinds 

of assessment tasks need to be done. Subject selection needs to be made irrespective of who might be teaching the 

subject. 

 

Ask teachers for extra information.  

 

Ask students who have taken these subjects. 

 

The Subject Selection forms will be completed at your Subject Selection Interview or at the Subject Selection Information 

Evening. Parents / caregivers not attending will be asked to sign the Subject Selection form before you are entered into 

classes. 

 

Individual students and their parents and caregivers have the responsibility for researching information needed regarding 

career choices, university entrance and completion of SACE. 

 

You are strongly advised to arrange a subject selection interview with the Academic Administration Manager or a senior 

staff member to ensure all the requirements for SACE and university entrance will be met.  

 

Students select subjects for the two semesters in Year 10 and Stage 1.  Subject changes for Semester 2 need to be 

negotiated with the Academic Administration Manager or Principal and are not automatic.  Students will be advised of 

procedures for changes late in Semester 1. 

 

Note that classes may fill in the time between subject counselling and the lodging of an enrolment form and the 

accompanying subject selection sheet.  We cannot hold places open. 
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RESOURCES 

SCHOOL SUBJECT INFORMATION 

The Eynesbury Senior College Year 10, 11 and 12 Subject Selection Information Booklet is the full guide and contains 

expanded entries for all subjects, including details of content and assessment. Short guides for each year level are also 

available. 

SACE BOARD OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA  

www.sace.sa.edu.au 

SATAC 

www.satac.edu.au 

The current SATAC Tertiary Entrance booklet 

The current SATAC University Guide 

www.tafesa.edu.au  

CAREER ADVICE & EMPLOYMENT SITES 

www.unisa.edu.au/CareerShop/ 

www.jobguide.deewr.gov.au/ 

jobsearch.gov.au/default.aspx 

joboutlook.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx 

www.skills.sa.gov.au/chooseyourcareer 

www.abc.net.au/acedayjobs/ 

www.graduateopportunities.com/employer/careers_search 

ONLINE CAREER ASSESSMENT TESTS 

www.groper.com.au/career-test 

MY FUTURE 

www.myfuture.edu.au/ 

GUIDES TO TERTIARY STUDY 

www.modelsofachievement.com.au 

www.australian-universities.com 

www.cdu.edu.au 

www.adelaide.edu.au 

www.flinders.edu.au 

www.unisa.edu.au 

www.tafesa.edu.au/ 

www.gooduniguide.com.au/ 
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SELECTING SUBJECTS  

GENERAL 

Most subjects have two lessons per week, each lesson being 1 hour and 50 minutes in length, including a 5 minute break. 

Students are expected to work independently on each subject for at least another 2- 4 hours per week.  It is most 

important that wise choices of subjects are made.  It is very difficult and disruptive to make changes to subject choices 

once the academic year has begun. 

EYNESBURY COMPULSORY CROSS-DISCIPLINARY SUBJECTS 

• The Stage 1 Personal Learning Plan (PLP) is a mandatory SACE subject.  It is normally completed in a semester of 

Year 10.  If it has not been successfully completed by the start of Year 11, it must be undertaken in Semester 1 of 

that year. Students entering Semester 2 of Year 11 directly from overseas or interstate will normally be granted 

status for the subject.  

• Stage 1 Research Practices (RPr) is a recommended SACE subject.  It is mandatory for all Year 10 students and is 

normally completed in a semester of Year 10.  Year 11 students who have not undertaken it in Year 10 may 

choose to do so in Year 11 as preparation for the Stage 2 Research Project (RP).  This is particularly recommended 

for international students.  

• The Stage 2 Research Project is a mandatory SACE subject.  It is normally completed in a semester of Year 11.  If it 

has not been successfully completed by the start of Year 12, it must be undertaken in Semester 1 of that year. 

THE STAGE 1 CURRICULUM 

• All students in Year 11 at Eynesbury study a minimum of 110, and in most cases 120, credits, even if some Stage 1 

units have already been completed.  This will include the Stage 2 Research Project.  

• Students are required to satisfy the SACE curriculum pattern.  

• Some Stage 2 subjects have pre-requisite requirements.  Please refer to particular subject entry details.  

• Depending on enrolments, Stage 1 subjects may be offered in either Semester 1 or Semester 2, or both. 

• Some Stage 1 subjects have a two by 10 credit sequence.  That is, they are offered in Semester 1 and require 

satisfactory completion before continuing in Semester 2.  

• Some Stage 1 subjects allow students to choose either a 10 or 20 credit sequence.  

• All Year 11 students will be involved in the Eynesbury Mentor Program, which develops students’ general 

capabilities.  

YEAR 10 AND STAGE 1 SUBJECT SELECTION FOR SEMESTER 2 

As a school, we recognise that student interest and future pathways can shift in the course of the first semester in Years 10 

and 11.  We also acknowledge that some students encounter difficulties in some areas of study not previously identified.  

With this in mind, some students may want to change subject choices for Semester 2. 

 

While we do our best to be flexible, please take careful note: 

 

• A change of subjects is not to be undertaken lightly; it must be approved in writing by parents / guardians and 

the Academic Administration Manager as there are implications for SACE and university entrance requirements. 

• A request must be put in writing to the Academic Administration Manager mid-Term 2 as the school makes 

commitments to classes and teachers for Semester 2. 

• After the end of Term 2, subject changes will only be possible in unusual circumstances and at the discretion of 

the Academic Administration Manager. 

STUDENTS ENROLLING FOR YEAR 10 OR STAGE 1 IN SEMESTER 2 

Incoming Semester 2 students will undertake a subject counselling process after the enrolment interview.  Subject 

selections will be based on successfully completed subjects and future directions.  Selections at this time will also be 

dependent on vacancies in classes. 

 

Some discussion about planned subject choices for Stage 2 will also be discussed. 
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SUBJECT AND CONTENT AVAILABILITY 

The availability of subjects outlined in this guide is subject to enrolments and staff resources.  

 

Subject choices are processed as soon as they are submitted on the appropriate form.  

 

Note that subjects and classes may fill, particularly as semester start dates approach, and while new classes may be 

created in order to meet demand, this is not always the case.  It follows that subjects that were open when a student was 

counselled may have closed by the time we receive an enrolment form and the accompanying subject selection form, 

sometimes an interval of several days.  At peak enrolment times, we process subject selection forms strictly in the order in 

which they are received.  We cannot hold places open. 

 

Information about content in some subject outlines is to be considered as a guide only.  Individual staff members reserve 

the right to tailor courses to students and their interests.  

IMPLICATIONS OF EYNESBURY’S TIMETABLE STRUCTURE  

Please note that Eynesbury’s day runs from 8:35am to 5:10 pm.  Students do need to be available for lessons in these 

times. Years 10 and 11 timetables are semesterised.  Students’ timetables (including subjects, teachers, rooms and times) 

will change from one semester to another.  

 

There are some circumstances which may necessitate special timetabling consideration and we will do our best to take 

them into account before personal timetables are published.  There is no guarantee that late requests will be considered 

after timetables are distributed to students.  You will, therefore, need to tell us about any special requests in the 

appropriate box on the subject selection form.  Make sure you give details as to dates, times and any other relevant 

timetabling information. 

 

We will do our best to accommodate special requests such as: 

 

• ‘I live at Murray Bridge and commute to school daily. Can you timetable me so I can catch the 4.30 pm bus home 

when possible?’  

• ‘I’m an elite swimmer. My coach wants me at the pool during the last lesson on Tuesdays. Can you free me up in 

that timetable line?’  

• ‘I am studying German at the School of Languages on Wednesdays at 5. Can you free me up in that timetable 

line?’ 

 

While we go further than other schools in this regard, please note that it is impossible to accommodate every reasonable 

request. 

 

We will not consider requests such as: 

 

• ‘Teacher X and Teacher Y both teach this subject and I want to be in X’s class.’  

• ‘I have a job at a fast food outlet on Thursday afternoons, so please keep me free.’ 

• ‘I want to go to a gym class on Wednesday afternoon. Can you please free me up in that timetable line?’ 

STUDENTS STUDYING ELSEWHERE 

Some students may choose to undertake one or more of their subjects at other institutions if we do not offer these 

choices at Eynesbury.  These subjects may include Languages Other Than English (LOTE), Music, Dance, the ‘HeadStart’ 

program at the universities, and VET programs, among others.  We will liaise with the institution, arrange enrolment and 

continue to monitor and support the student.  

  

Students should negotiate to undertake the option of studying elsewhere at the Subject Selection Interview.  Enrolments 

will be organised with co-operating institutions at that time.  

 

It is critical that this is organised before the start of the academic year (Year 12) or semester (Years 10 or 11), as students’ 

timetables at Eynesbury will be structured as much as is possible around the time requirements of the other institutions. 

Eynesbury cannot guarantee timetable flexibility if this process is not completed ahead of time or before final timetabling 

procedures are completed. 
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TIMETABLE 

If the essential relationship between students and teachers remains the heart of Eynesbury, then the brain of the 

operation is the timetable.  

 

Staff, students, old scholars and parents comment on the flexibility provided by the many features built into Eynesbury’s 

workdays: the two hour lessons, a university-like ‘stretched’ day starting at 8:35am and finishing at 5:10pm, and an 

expectation that unscheduled time will be used effectively to seek teachers (and other students) out and to support 

learning in real ways. 

 

The sample timetables outlined on the following pages also demonstrate the commitment Eynesbury makes towards 

connecting its operations with the futures of students for whom it caters.  There is a gradual increase in independent 

study opportunities from Year 10 through Year 12 – the philosophy that suggests that by the time our students enter their 

tertiary careers, they will be well steeped in the ability to shape and to take control of their own learning.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAMPLE TIMETABLE 
 

YEAR 11 
 

 MON TUE WED THUR FRI 
8:35am 

1 
10:25am 

BIOLOGY 

UNSCHEDULED 
(Teachers available for 

one-on-one and small 

group support) 

UNSCHEDULED 
(Teachers available for 

one-on-one and small 

group support) 

RESEARCH 

PROJECT 

MATHS 

METHODS 

 BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK 

10:40am 

2 
12:30pm 

EMP 
Eynesbury Mentor 

Program 

MODERN 

HISTORY 
ENGLISH 

AUST/INT’L 

POLITICS 

UNSCHEDULED 
(Teachers available for 

one-on-one and small 

group support) 

 LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH 

1:15pm 

3 
3:05pm 

RESEARCH 

PROJECT 

MATHS 

METHODS 
BIOLOGY 

UNSCHEDULED 
(Teachers available for 

one-on-one and small 

group support) 

ENGLISH 

 BREAK BREAK BREAK BREAK  

3:20pm 

4 
5:10pm 

UNSCHEDULED 
(Teachers available for 

one-on-one and small 

group support) 

AUST/INT’L 

POLITICS 

UNSCHEDULED 
(Teachers Unavailable) 

(Work in Study 

Groups) 

MODERN 

HISTORY 
 

 

At least 13 of 19 available slots in the week taken up with the Year 11 Program of Study.  

5 Unscheduled slots where teachers are available outside of scheduled lessons (7 slots in the week available 

for independent learning). 
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EYNESBURY COURSE PLANNER FOR STUDENTS COMPLETING THE SACE  

Name:          Student ID: 

This planner is a starting point to help students and parents plan courses by looking beyond secondary school and using future goals and aspirations as a basis for working backwards 

to identify the most appropriate combinations of subjects for study in the new SACE. 

CAREER AREAS OF INTEREST: What are your vocational areas of interest? What are you good at and enjoy? 

    

FURTHER STUDY POSSIBILITIES: What are your post-school further education options of interest?  Students can apply for up to SIX different courses at South Australian universities (and 

additional course at interstate universities).  Students can apply for both universities and TAFE courses as these are offered separately, and are not mutually exclusive.  Please list any 

prerequisites or assumed knowledge for your possible courses.  

      

YEAR 12/ STAGE 2 SUBJECTS: Students will normally study five Year 12 subjects.  The RP must be included if not previously done. 

     

YEAR 11/ STAGE 1 SUBJECTS: Indicate 120 credits, including at least 10 credits of Maths and 20 credits of English or ESL.  Add an additional 10 credits of PLP if not already completed. 

(Students must achieve C+ or better to continue with a subject in Year 12, and at least a C in all compulsory subjects to achieve the SACE.)  Note the Stage 2 RP will be completed this 

year.  If the PLP has not been previously completed, or recognition granted, it must also be done.  

English/ESL Maths:      

English/ESL Stage 2 Research Project     

CURRENT STATUS OF COMPULSORY SACE SUBJECTS (PLEASE CIRCLE): 

PLP RP 10 Credits Numeracy 20 Credits Literacy 

Not yet started/ in progress/ passed Not yet started/ in progress/ passed Not yet started/ in progress/ passed Not yet started/ in progress/ passed 

OTHER STAGE 1 OR 2 UNITS ALREADY COMPLETED (IF HYBRID STUDENT):  

     

YEAR 10 CHOICE SUBJECTS: In addition to the core subjects studied, Year 10 students need to select a Choice line each semester, which may consist of TWO Choice 1 subjects OR a single 

Choice 2 subject.  

Sem 1:  Choice 1: + Choice 1: OR Choice 2:  

Sem 2:  Choice 1: + Choice 1 : OR Choice 2:  

ALL STUDENTS: List any subjects you are planning to study at another school or institution, with details as to level and location:  
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STAGE 1 SUBJECT OUTLINES 

 

CROSS-DISCIPLINARY SUBJECTS 

PERSONAL LEARNING PLAN (PLP) 

RESEARCH PRACTICES (RPr)  

RESEARCH PROJECT (RP) 

EYNESBURY MENTOR PROGRAM (EMP) 

 

SUBJECTS 

ACCOUNTING 

ANCIENT STUDIES 

AUSTRALIAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLITICS 

BIOLOGY 

BUSINESS AND ENTERPRISE * 

CHEMISTRY 

DRAMA 

ECONOMICS 

ENGLISH 

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (EAL) 

FRENCH (BEGINNERS LEVEL) 

FRENCH (CONTINUERS LEVEL) 

LEGAL STUDIES 

MATHEMATICS: GENERAL MATHEMATICS 

MATHEMATICS:MATHEMATICAL METHODS 

MATHEMATICS: SPECIALIST MATHS 

MATHEMATICS: ESSENTIAL MATHEMATICS 

MODERN HISTORY 

PHYSICS 

PSYCHOLOGY 

SOCIETY & CULTURE 

VISUAL ARTS – ART 

VISUAL ARTS - DESIGN 

 

*International students only 
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COMPULSORY CROSS-DISCIPLINARY SUBJECTS AT EYNESBURY 

PERSONAL LEARNING PLAN (PLP) 

PLP is a mandatory SACE Stage 1 subject designed to help students make informed decisions about their personal 

development, education and training. It is normally completed in a semester of Year 10. If it has not been successfully 

completed by the start of Year 11, it must be undertaken in that year. Students entering Semester 2 of Year 11 directly 

from overseas or interstate will normally be granted status for the subject.  

RESEARCH PRACTICES (RPr) 

Stage 1 Research Practices (RPr) is a recommended SACE Stage 1 subject which provides students with opportunities to 

examine the purpose of research, explore a range of research approaches, and develop their investigative and inquiry 

skills.  It is mandatory for all Year 10 students undertaking a full year of study and is normally completed in a semester of 

Year 10. Year 11 students who have not undertaken it in Year 10 may choose to do so in Year 11 as preparation for the 

Stage 2 Research Project (RP).  This is particularly recommended for international students.  

 

Stage 1 Research Practices is a 10-credit subject.  

RESEARCH PROJECT (RP) 

In the Stage 2 Research Project (RP), students undertake a detailed self-directed study in an area of interest. The RP is an 

opportunity for students to build on or extend their learning in, for example, an existing SACE subject or course. 

 

The RP is a compulsory subject for the SACE. Students must complete 10 credits of the Stage 2 RP with at least a C grade 

or better to gain their SACE. Typically, the Research Project is undertaken over 60 hours of programmed time in a 

semester. 

 

The Stage 2 Research Project is a 10-credit SACE subject. 

EYNESBURY MENTOR PROGRAM 

The Eynesbury Mentor Program (EMP) is an integral part of the Eynesbury experience from Year 10 – 12.  Through the 

EMP, which is delivered in a once weekly lesson, students work with their mentor, peers, family and the broader 

community to develop their awareness of a range of personal and social issues, to develop their capabilities in a variety of 

key areas, and to develop their skills as independent learners for lifelong learning and success.  
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SUBJECTS 

ACCOUNTING 

The study of Accounting gives students opportunities to learn the practical skills needed to manage their own financial 

affairs and to develop an understanding of the financial and ethical considerations that affect decision-making.  They 

develop an understanding of the successful management of financial affairs in business and gain knowledge and skills 

related to accounting processes. Students also learn how to interpret financial information and how to convey this 

information to interested users. 

 

Stage 1 Accounting is a 10-credit SACE subject at Eynesbury. 

ANCIENT STUDIES 

In Ancient Studies, students learn about the history, literature, society and culture of ancient civilisations, which may 

include Asia-Australia, the Americas, Europe and Western Asia, and the classical civilisations of Greece and Rome. 

 

Stage 1 Ancient Studies is a 10-credit SACE subject. 

AUSTRALIAN AND INTERNATIONAL POLITICS 

Students explore how expressions of power affect relationships with others in families, communities, workplaces, and the 

institutions of finance, bureaucracy, education, the law and the media.  They discuss political concepts, ideas, and issues, 

and reflect on the relationship between politics, power, and decision-making.  Students develop knowledge, skills, and 

understandings that enable them to become informed citizens, voters, and participants in their local, national and 

international communities.  

 

Stage 1 Australian and International Politics is a 10-credit SACE subject. 

BIOLOGY 

Biology is the study of living organisms, their life processes, the different levels of organisation from cell to the biosphere, 

and inter-relationships between organisms and their environment. It can provide experiences which encourage students 

to develop strategies for learning, thinking and problem solving. It also allows students to develop more responsibility for 

themselves, their society and the environment, as well as a flexible and rational approach to life. 

 

Stage 1 Biology can be studied as a 10-credit SACE subject in Semester 1 or Semester 2. It can also be studied as two 

separate 10-credit subjects over the full year. Stage 1 Biology is not required for entry into Stage 2 Biology. However, it is 

strongly recommended that students complete at least one semester. 

BUSINESS AND ENTERPRISE 

This unit is available for International students only, after consultation with the International Student Coordinator. 

 

Business and Enterprise focusses on learning about the nature of business and the successful management of business 

and enterprise issues in personal, business, and social contexts; locally, nationally, and globally.  There is an emphasis on 

business language and writing.  

 

Stage 1 Business and Enterprise is a 10-credit SACE subject. 

CHEMISTRY 

In their study of Chemistry, students develop and extend their understanding of the physical world, the interaction of 

human activities and the environment, and the use that human beings make of the planet’s resources. They explore 

examples of how scientific understanding is dynamic and develops with new evidence, which may involve the application 

of new technologies.  

 

Students consider examples of benefits and risks of chemical knowledge to the wider community, along with the capacity 

of chemical knowledge to inform public debate on social and environmental issues. The study of chemistry helps students 

to make informed decisions about interacting with and modifying nature, and explore options such as green or sustainable 

chemistry, which seeks to reduce the environmental impact of chemical products and processes.  

 

Stage 1 Chemistry is a full year 20-credit SACE subject at Eynesbury, with a possible exit point after Semester 1 as a 10-

credit SACE subject. 20 credits at Stage 1 are required for entry into Stage 2 Chemistry. 
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DRAMA 

In Drama, students participate in the planning, rehearsal and performance of dramatic work. Students participate in 

creative problem solving; they generate, analyse, and evaluate ideas. They develop personal interpretations of texts.  

Students develop their curiosity and imagination, creativity, individuality, self-identity, self-esteem and confidence. 

 

Students should NOT enrol in this subject unless they are prepared to accept any role which is assigned to them in the 

production. (The individual project component will allow students to work in any area of Drama they choose). 

 

Note that participation in a major group performance is a required component of both Stage 1 and Stage 2 Drama. A 

successful production requires many hours of rehearsal which are achieved through scheduling rehearsals outside of 

normal lessons. Initially 6-9 hours per week of additional rehearsals can be expected. This commitment will rise sharply 

in the final two weeks of the production. The production period is usually 8 weeks long with a total of 80-100 hours of 

additional rehearsal time required. Students must attend rehearsals and carry out all assigned tasks once the 

production process begins. 

 

Stage 1 Drama is a 10-credit SACE subject. 

ECONOMICS 

Studying the subject of Economics enables students to understand how an economy operates, the structure of economic 

systems and the way in which they function.  Students develop an understanding of different economic systems and 

institutions, and can assess the degree to which these systems and institutions help satisfy people’s needs and wants.  

Students become aware that economic decisions are not value free and have outcomes that may be inconsistent with 

social, moral, and ethical values. 

 

Stage 1 Economics can be studied as a 10-credit SACE subject in Semester 1 or Semester 2. It can also be studied as a 20-

credit SACE subject over the full year.  

ENGLISH  

In English, students analyse the interrelationship between author, text and audience with an emphasis on how language 

and stylistic features shape ideas and perspectives in a range of contexts. They consider social, cultural, economic, 

historical, and/or political perspectives in texts and their representation of human experience and the world. Students 

have opportunities to reflect on their personal values and those of other people by responding to aesthetic and cultural 

aspects of texts from the contemporary world, from the past, and from Australian and other cultures. 

 

Students explore how the purpose of a text is achieved through the application of text conventions and stylistic choices to 

position the audience to respond to ideas and perspectives. An understanding of purpose, context and audience is applied 

in students’ own creation of imaginative, interpretive, analytical, and persuasive texts that may be written, oral, and/or 

multimodal.  

 

Stage 1 English is a 20-credit SACE subject.  

 

Stage 1 English allows students to achieve the literacy requirement in the SACE. Students who achieve a C grade or better 

in 20 credits of this subject meet the literacy requirement. 

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE 

English as an Additional Language is designed for students for whom English is a second language or an additional 

language or dialect. 

 

Students who study this subject come from diverse personal, educational, and cultural backgrounds. 

 

At Eynesbury all students taking EAL Stage 1 must complete 20 credits.  

 

Stage 1 English as an Additional Language allows students to achieve the literacy requirement in the SACE. Students who 

achieve a C grade or better in 20 credits of this subject meet the literacy requirement. 
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FRENCH (BEGINNERS LEVEL) 

French (Beginners Level) is for students with little or no previous knowledge of the language. It is designed as a 2-year 

course of study for students who wish to begin their study of French at senior secondary level. If students choose to 

complete Stage 1 and 2 French, they will have studied French at Beginners Level for 200 to 240 hours by the time they 

have completed Stage 2. Therefore students develop their language skills and intercultural understanding at an intensive 

rate. 

 

Stage 1 French (Beginners Level) is a full-year 20-credit SACE subject at Eynesbury, with a possible exit point after 

Semester 1 as a 10-credit SACE subject. 20 credits at Stage 1 are required for entry into Stage 2 French. 

FRENCH (CONTINUERS LEVEL) 

In French (Continuers Level), students develop their skills to communicate meaningfully with people across cultures. 

Students are given opportunities to develop knowledge, awareness and understanding of other languages and cultures in 

relation to their own. Students reflect on their own attitudes, beliefs and values, and develop an understanding of how 

culture and identity are expressed through language. 

 

Stage 1 French (Continuers Level) is a full-year 20 credit SACE subject at Eynesbury, with a possible exit point after 

Semester 1 as a 10-credit SACE subject. 20 credits at Stage 1 are required for entry into Stage 2 French. 

LEGAL STUDIES 

Legal Studies explores Australia’s legal heritage and the dynamic nature of the Australian legal system within a global 

context.  Students are provided with an understanding of the structures of the Australian legal system and how that 

system responds and contributes to social change while acknowledging tradition.  

 

Stage 1 Legal Studies is a 10-credit SACE subject.  

MATHEMATICS  

There are three main Stage 1 Mathematics subjects to choose from: Mathematical Methods, Specialist Mathematics and 

General Mathematics.  Each subject is designed to be taken in both semesters and hence counts for 20 credits. 

 

Students wishing to undertake Specialist Mathematics do so in conjunction with Mathematical Methods.  This 

combination of ‘double maths’ counts as 40 credits. 

 

Students wishing to undertake General Mathematics at Stage 2 will need to undertake Stage 1 General Mathematics in 

both semesters, hence 20 credits.  Some students may need to undertake General Mathematics at Stage 1 to satisfy the 

numeracy criterion of the SACE but do not wish to study this subject at Stage 2.  In this case, students can study a single 

semester’s work of General Mathematics, giving them 10 credits. 

 

Another way of satisfying the numeracy requirement is through Stage 1 Essential Mathematics, which is undertaken in a 

single semester and counts for 10 credits. Stage 1 Essential Mathematics focusses on basic numeracy skills and provides a 

pathway to satisfy the numeracy requirement for students who struggle at Mathematics.  

 

A student will need to achieve at least a C grade in one semester’s work of their Mathematics subject in order to satisfy 

their 10 credit numeracy requirement of obtaining their SACE. 

MODERN HISTORY 

The study of Modern History gives students the opportunity to make sense of a complex and rapidly changing world by 

connecting past and present.  Through the study of past events, actions and phenomena, students gain an insight into 

human nature and the ways in which individuals and societies function.  Students research and review sources within a 

framework of inquiry and critical analysis. 

 

Stage 1 Modern History is a 10-credit SACE subject. 

 

Please note: A new Subject Outline for Stage 2 History commences in 2018. This will include new topics, assessment, and 

exam structure. 
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PHYSICS 

The study of Physics offers opportunities for students to understand and appreciate the natural world.  This subject 

requires the interpretation of physical phenomena through a study of motion and forces, electric circuits, heat, energy 

and momentum, waves, electric and magnetic fields, nuclear models and radioactivity.  As well as applying knowledge to 

solve problems, students develop experimental, investigation, design, information and communication skills through 

practical and other learning activities.  Students gather evidence from experiments and research and acquire new 

knowledge through their own investigations. 

 

Stage 1 Physics is a 20-credit SACE subject at Eynesbury, with a possible exit point after Semester 1 as a 10-credit subject. 

20 credits at Stage 1 are required for entry into Stage 2 Physics. 

PSYCHOLOGY 

The study of Psychology enables students to understand their own behaviours and the behaviours of others.  It has direct 

relevance to their personal lives.  Psychological knowledge can be applied to improve outcomes and the quality of 

experience in various areas of life such as education, intimate relationships, child rearing, employment and leisure. 

Literacy and numeracy skills in Psychology are developed by questioning, displaying and analysing data, and by 

communicating outcomes. 

 

Stage 1 Psychology is a 10-credit SACE subject. 

SOCIETY AND CULTURE 

In Society and Culture, students explore and analyse the interactions of people, societies, cultures, and environments. 

Using an interdisciplinary approach, they analyse the structures and systems of contemporary societies and cultures. 

Students learn about the ways in which societies constantly change and are affected by social, political, historical, 

environmental, economic, and cultural factors. They investigate the ways in which people function in groups and 

communicate within and across cultural groups. They develop the skills and experience to understand how individual and 

group involvement can influence change and to consider the consequences of a range of possible social actions. 

 

Stage 1 Society and Culture is a 10-Credit SACE subject. 

 

Society and Culture at Eynesbury has a particular focus on supporting the development of students’ communications skills 

and, as such, is particularly suited for international students. Students undertaking it should be aware that teaching 

methodologies, curriculum, and assessment will be designed accordingly.  

VISUAL ARTS - ART 

In Visual Arts, students express ideas through practical work and visual studies leading to resolved pieces.  Students 

research, understand and reflect upon visual art works in their cultural contexts.  

 

Stage 1 Visual Arts – Art is either a 10 or 20-credit SACE subject.  

VISUAL ARTS - DESIGN 

The broad area of Visual Arts - Design includes graphic and communication design, environmental design and product 

design.  It emphasises creative, problem-solving approaches, the generation of solutions and/or concepts, and the skills to 

communicate design ideas. 

  

Stage 1 Visual Arts - Design is a 10-credit SACE subject.  
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MATHEMATICS PATHWAYS  
 

 

 

 Year 11 – Stage 1 Year 12 – Stage 2 

Semester 1 Semester 2 Semester 1 Semester 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Terminating Mathematics Pathways: No Stage 2 Mathematics 

It is not compulsory for students to undertake Mathematics at Stage 2. However, students need to complete at least one 

Stage 1 Mathematics subject (10 credits) to a C level or better to satisfy the numeracy criteria under the SACE. 
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